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20 November: BBO 

Big Band evening at the 

Royal British Legion 

Club, Marlow 

 

20 November: an 

evening of organ music 

in Oxford 

 

BBO Big Band to help raise funds 
for the Association 

If you are a local fan of Big Band music, 

you may already have heard or heard of 

the BBO Big Band – BBO standing for 
Berks Bucks & Oxon. They play 

regularly throughout the year in a range 

of locations, and help raise money for a 

variety of charities. 

 
On Thursday 20 November they will 

be playing in aid of the MND 

Association. The concert will be held at 

the Royal British Legion Club, Station 
Approach, Marlow, starting at 8:15. 

 

Entry is £6 per head, there is a bar and 

there will be a raffle with excellent 

prizes, and you are assured of an 
evening of excellent music! 

 

More information about the Band can 

be found on their web site at 
www.bbobigband.co.uk 

 

An evening of music in Oxford 

If your preference is for music of a 

calmer variety, a very different evening 
of organ music at St John‟s College, 

Oxford will also benefit the 

Association. 

 

The concert will feature organ scholars 
playing on the first Aubertin organ in 

England. Bernard Aubertin is one of the 

most highly regarded builders and 

restorers of traditional pipe organs in 

Europe, and is based in a small village in 
eastern France. The event is on the same 

date - Thursday, 20 November - starting 

at 7pm for 7.30pm in The College 

Chapel. 
 

Tickets cost £20, including drinks and 

desserts. To book tickets please contact 

Denise Krusche in the Chief Executive‟s 

Office, on 01604 250505. 
 

Christmas Collection now available 

The Association‟s Christmas 2008 

Collection is now available online or by 
phone. The shop stocks a wide range of 

Christmas cards, paper, gift ideas and 

branded items. Orders can be placed 

online at www.mndassociation.org/shop. 

Copies of the catalogue can be 
requested by phone on 0845 375 1857 

and phone orders can be placed on the 

same number. 

 
Changes to membership 

Being a member of the MND 

Association is a strong statement of 

support for all people with MND and 

gives us strength in numbers. 
 

At the Annual General Meeting in 

September, a resolution was passed to 

offer full membership of the Association 

at no charge, to carers, spouses and 
partners of people living with MND 

during their lifetime and for 16 months 

thereafter. 
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An updated Membership Form with a new 

membership category of “Carer of Person with 

MND” is now available. Carers, spouses and 

partners about whom the Association has 

information will be receiving an invitation to 
become full members of the Association. 

 

Flu jab advice 

The Department of Health advises that people 

living with chronic diseases, including MND, 
should get the flu jab. For those most at risk, 

flu can lead to more serious illnesses including 

bronchitis and pneumonia. It only takes a 

minute to get the jab but it will protect you for 
12 months. 

 

People living with MND should contact their 

doctor‟s surgery and make an appointment to 

have the jab. 
 

For further advice contact MND Connect by 

phone on 0845 626262 or by email at 

mndconnect@mndassociation.org, or visit 
www.nhs.uk or www.dh.gov.uk for more 

information. 

 
New Director of Care Development 
appointed 

The Association‟s former Head of Care 

Services, Heidi Macleod, has been promoted 

to the post of Director of Care Development. 
 

Following the announcement, Chief Executive, 

Kirstine Knox said: “Heidi has been a key part 

of our success over the years and we are 

delighted to promote her to this position. 
 

“Heidi has been acting in this post since the 

retirement of Tricia Holmes in the summer 

and has done an outstanding job. All the 
Directors, together with the Board of 

Trustees have full confidence in Heidi‟s ability 

to lead the Care Development Team in a way 

that will ensure that the Association continues 

to deliver for people living with MND at the 
highest level of service.” 

 

Talking after her appointment Heidi said: “I 

feel extremely privileged to be leading this vital 

area of the Association‟s work, and have a real 
passion for making a difference to the lives of 

people with MND and those who care for 

them. 

 

“We all want to see a world free of MND. 

Until that day comes I will ensure that we 

continue to do all that we can to ensure the 

highest quality of life for the people that inspire 

us all.” 
 

New stem cell clinic - but treatment for 

MND is unproven 

Over the last few months the Association has 

become aware of a stem cell clinic that opened 
in Cologne last year, called „X-Cell‟, and that is 

offering stem cell treatments to people with 

MND. 

 
Currently there is no scientific basis for how 

this treatment may help motor neurones 

affected by MND on a cellular level, and thus 

there is no evidence for how it may help 

people with MND. 
 

In addition, the side effects of receiving stem 

cell treatment are currently unknown. Thus 

the treatment offered in Cologne is unproven. 
 

The Association‟s position is to encourage 

anyone with MND who is considering 

embarking on an unproven treatment of any 

sort to discuss all the implications with their 
neurologist before the making a decision. 

 

More information is available in Research 

Information Sheet U, which can be obtained via 

the National web site or by phone from 
National Office. 

 

If you would like to talk this over with 

someone, please contact the Research 
Development Team. You can contact them by 

phone on 01604 611880 or alternatively by 

email at research@mndassociation.org. 

 

Branch and National Office contacts 
If you wish to contact the Branch, please call 

either the Chairman, Richard Coleman on 

01494 713861 or Roger Curry, Branch 

Contact on 01494 715732, or visit the Branch 
web site at www.mndasouthbucks.org. The 

National Office number is 01604 250505, and 

MND Connect is 08457 626262. 
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